IB BIOLOGY FIELD COURSE

Corrèze 2011

Assessment

	
	Investigation
	Criteria that can be assessed

	1.
	Grasshopper mark & recapture
	Not used for IA but the method needs to be known by HL (Option G)

	2.
	Dandelion and Yarrow populations (Quadrats)
	CE only but some processing would be necessary to result in t e conclusion

	3.
	Pitfall traps
	DCP and CE

	4.
	River system
	CE only

	5.
	Bismuth mine
	DCP and CE

	6.
	Project
	DCP and CE

	
	
	All contribute towards Manipulative Skills


Requirements and advice

	
	Investigation
	Criteria assessed
	Deadline

	1.
	Grasshopper mark & recapture
	Not used for IA but calculation of population estimate and evaluation of method and suggested improvements should be considered. 
	

	
	
	
	

	2.
	Dandelion and Yarrow populations
	Aim, data and its analysis, discussion of results, conclusion and evaluation and suggested improvements needed.
	

	
	
	
	

	3.
	Pitfall traps
	Aim, personal data and observations need to be presented (class database can be accessed and analysed). Discussion of data, conclusions reached and evaluation of data and suggested improvements.
	

	
	
	
	

	4.
	River system
	Aim, data and its analysis, discussion of results, conclusion and evaluation and suggested improvements needed.
	

	
	
	
	

	5.
	Bismuth mine
	Aim, personal data and observations to be presented plus the data from different groups. Processing of data, discussion of results, conclusions, evaluation of investigation and suggested improvements. 
	

	
	
	
	

	6.
	Project
	Aim, method, data and observations, discussion of results
	

	
	
	
	


READ THE CRITERIA AND THE NOTES ON THE CRITERIA IN THE SUBJECT GUIDE

Aims

Should include a background to the investigation and a focussed research question. A hypothesis may also be possible.

Data

The data downloaded to MS Excel spreadsheets from the calculators is NOT in a suitable form for presentation. There are many things that need doing to the data to make it presentable. Your own data presented by yourself must be presented. No copying and pasting between students is allowed.

Processing

Here you may have access to the class database (note the tabs at the bottom of the spread sheets are labelled A, B, C, D, E). What you do with the data will depend upon your aim. You may find that more data has been collected than you want to use. Be selective but be complete. Processing data without proper consideration is as bad as not processing it at all. 

Do not just be content with graphs of raw data. These will never score complete.

Conclusions

You must discuss the data, drawing out the points that support or do not support any hypothesis you made. Remember validity of data is important here and you should be prepared to research the subject area (and quote sources correctly not just an URL).

Evaluation

Spurious off-the-cuff statements like “we could have done the experiment wrong” will not score anything. We expect a critical analysis of the data and the method that helps to explain your errors and uncertainties. The relative importance of the weaknesses should be considered. This is followed by suggested improvements that could reduce the errors that you have identified. Every weakness identified requires a realistic suggested improvement. This may be addressed in tabular form.

